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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1 . . Applicant's arguments, filed 1/1 3/2006, with respect to claims 1 , 3-5 & 7-9 have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of these claims has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, these claims are moot in view of new 
ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Objections 

2. Claim 5 is objected to because of the recitation of "said selector is able to select 
another file identification number" which should be changed to -- said selector is able to 
select another folder identification number -. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 3-5, 7 & 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 



Rekimoto (US 2003/0052907 A1). 
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Regarding claim 1, Rekimoto discloses an image reproducing apparatus 
(personal notebook computer with a built-in camera 23; Fig. 1 and [0054]) comprising: 

an attacher (PC memory card at slot 12 or hard disk HDD 56; see Figs. 1 & 7, 
[0056] & [0059]) to be attached with a recording medium in which a plurality of folders 
(i.e., ID_123, ID_456,... as illustrated by Demo 1 below) for managing a plurality of 
image files are formed (see [0064] and note that the notebook computer is installed with 
Windows 95 or 98 which inherently comprises the folder/file navigation or so called 
Windows Explorer for navigating folders/files as shown in Demo 1 generated by the 
Examiner using a conventional personal computer having Windows XP installed. It 
should be noted that fundamental features of Windows Explorer of Windows 95 or 98 
are the same as those of Windows XP with respect to detecting, selecting and 
displaying the folder identification numbers and a count of number of image files 
contained in each folder. If the Applicant requests for evidence to support such features 
in Windows Explorer of Windows 95 or 98, the Examiner will provide evidence by 
generating the same results as shown in Demos 1 to 5 in the next Office Action using 
Windows 95 or 98. Due to a time constraint for the Examiner to obtain installation of the 
Windows 95 or 98 into the Examiner's computer, the Examiner would like to provide a 
simplified Manual for Windows 95 & 98 in the Notice of Cited References to reserve a 
full support of the inherency in the next Office Action if necessary)] 

a folder number detector (CPU in combination with the Windows Operating 
System) for detecting folder identification numbers (i.e., ID_123, ID_456,.. see Demo 1 
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below) which respectively represent the folders formed in said recording medium (see 
[0059] - [0064]); 

a folder number displayer (LCD 21 ; Fig. 1 ; [0057]) for displaying on a screen the 
folder identification numbers detected by said folder number detector (see Demo 1); 

a selector (a track point, mouse or keyboard; Fig. 1) for selecting any one of the 
folder identification numbers displayed by said folder number displayer (see Demo 1 , 
wherein a selected folder is highlighted); 

a file number detector (CPU in combination with the Windows Operating System) 
for detecting a count of the number of image files (i.e., 2 image files in folder ID_1 23 
and 3 image files in folder ID_456; see a bottom line in Demos 1 & 2) managed by the 
folder holding the folder identification number selected by said selector; 

a file number displayer (display 21 in combination with CPU and Windows 
Operating System) for displaying the count detected by said file number detector on the 
screen on which the folder identification numbers are displayed by said folder number 
displayer, wherein the count of the number of image files and the folder identification 
numbers are displayed at the same time (see Demos 1 & 2). 
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Demo 1 : Microsoft Windows explorer for Windows 95 to Windows XP shows 
folder ID_123 and a count of the number of image files as "2 objects." 
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Demo 2 : Microsoft Windows explorer for Windows 95 to Windows XP shows 
folder ID_456 and a count of the number of image files as "3 objects." 



Regarding claim 3, it is clear that the Windows explorer of the Windows 
Operating System disclosed in Rekimoto further comprising: a total file number 
detector for detecting a total number of the image files (i.e. , 1 0 image files) 
recorded in said recording medium; and a total file number displayer for 
displaying the total number of the image files detected by said total file number 
detector (see Demo 3). 
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Demo 3 : Folder properties within Microsoft Windows explorer for Windows 95 to 
Windows XP shows total number of images files as "10 files" contained in PC 
card directory having 3 folders. 
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Regarding claim 4, it is also seen in Demo 3 that the total file number 
displayer displays the total number of the image files (10 image files) on the 
screen (LCD screen 21; see Fig. 1 in Rekimoto) displaying the folder 
identification number. 

Regarding claim 5, see Demo 2, wherein another file/folder identification 
number (i.e., ID_456) is selected by the selector (a track point, mouse or 
keyboard) after a display operation of said file number displayer. 

Regarding claim 7, as shown in Demo 4, the apparatus further comprises 
a folder creator (File -> New Folder) for creating a new folder in said recording 
medium when a folder creating operation is carried out. 



Application/Control Number: 09/873,413 
Art Unit: 2615 



Page 9 



HI 



file Ed* View Favorites Tools tte*P 



> Back - 



$ i;f P*** 0 & B e ^ ■ (S3 



Ajjkires* £> C:\Dcojffiems and Set«r>g$\NTranl\My Documents^PC Card\New Folder 

Polders x 

© Desttop A 

3 Q My Documents j 

® %USERPROFHE°A r ]\ 

& Actior\32 ] . :'| 

£}aod \ : 
Chemdraw 

SI CD Critical Data 
£b CUSTOMS 1 
® £3 Documents and Settings 
i& O Downloaded Installations 
S3 & EAST 
© £D Forms 

Help Desk Forms 
83 i£!5 insight 
£D IB47EN 

^5 My eBooks 
® & My Music 
8 £3 My Pictures 

£p New Pictures 

q| TDKDVORW0404r\UOC2IP 
& £D My Webs 
ttl £3 PARA 
E) & PC Card 

O ID J 23 

tb ID.789 

s CD pctwin 

,^Pre-O<am2.l0 
£D Prefetch 
CD Program FilesLogs 
r£J Ptoform 
& Snaglt Catalog 
& Te^t Files 



tea go 



0 objects 



0 bytes | § My Computer 



Demo 4 : A new folder is created in PC card directory using drop-down file menu 
-> new -> folder. 



Regarding claim 9, the apparatus further comprises a file mover (drag and 
drop feature of the Windows Operating System) for moving an image file from a 
folder to another folder (i.e., moving from folder ID_1 23 to the new folder) when a 
file moving operation is carried out, wherein said another folder is arbitrary 
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selectable from among the plurality of folders formed in said recording medium 
(see Demo 5). 
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Demo 5 : Image file IMG_03.JPG is moved from folder ID_1 23 to the new folder 
using drag and drop function. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rekimoto 

(US 2003/005907 A1) in view of Anderson et al (US 6,507,363 B1). 

Regarding claim 8, although Rekimoto discloses a folder creator by the Windows 
Operating System for creating a new folder in the recording medium (PC memory card) 
as analyzed in claim 7, Rekimoto does not specifically disclose that when a writing of a 
file to a designated folder is instructed in a state that the number of files managed by 
the designated folder indicates a predetermined value, a new folder is created. 
However, Anderson '363 teaches an imaging apparatus including automatic folder 
creating function in which another folder is created in a memory card when a current 
image folder of the memory card is full (a maximum number of images per folder is 
reached) so that cumbersome to retrieve a folder is reduced (see Anderson l 363; Fig. 9, 
steps 466, 456 and col. 7, lines 58-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to configure the imaging apparatus in Rekimoto to include 
the teaching of Anderson '363 for automatically creating a new folder in the recording 
medium when a current writing folder is full so that cumbersome to retrieve a folder 
would be greatly reduced. 



t 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nhan T. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7371. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 7:30am - 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



NT. 
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